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Purpose of this document 
1.1.1. This document the Consultation Report Appendices contains information relevant to the Consultation 

Report [EN010163/APP/5.1.]. The Consultation Report has been prepared by Steeple Solar Fram 

Limited (“the Applicant”) to accompany an application for a Development Consent Order (“DCO”) for 

Steeple Renewables Project (the Proposed Development). 

1.1.2. The report is submitted in accordance with section 37(3)(c) of the Planning Act 2008 (PA 2008), which 

requires that any application for an order granting development consent must be accompanied by a 

consultation report. 

1.1.3. This document contains information which evidences or supports the information provided in the 

Consultation Report [EN010163/APP/5.1.].  

1.1 Structure of this document 

1.2.1. The Appendices are as far as possible the order that are referenced within the Consultation Report. 

1.2.2. A list is provided below in Table 1-1 of the documents within Appendix C. 

Table 1-1 List of documents in Appendix C 

Appendix No. Appendix Title 

Appendix C-1.1 
Email sharing early draft SoCC with Bassetlaw 

District Council (BDC) 

Appendix C-1.2 
Email Sharing early draft SoCC with 

Nottinghamshire County Council (NCC) 

Appendix C-1.3 Chaser email to NCC 

Appendix C-1.4 Chaser email to BDC 

Appendix C-1.5 Draft of SoCC 

Appendix C-2.1 Email sharing early draft SoCC with BDC 

Appendix C-2.2 Email Sharing early draft SoCC with NCC 

Appendix C-2.3 
Copy of the draft SoCC provided to local 

authorities 

Appendix C-2.4 
Chaser email asking for comments on SoCC to 

NCC 

Appendix C-2.5 
Chaser email asking for comments on SoCC to 

BDC 
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Appendix C-3.1 
Email with comments on draft SoCC from Notts 

CC 

Appendix C-3.2 Chaser email with extended deadline to BDC 

Appendix C-3.3 Email with comments on draft SoCC from BDC 

Appendix C-4.1 Email to Notts CC with updated SoCC  

Appendix C-4.2 Email to BDC with updated SoCC  

Appendix C-4.3 Updated SoCC 

Appendix C-4.4 SoCC with tracked changes 

Appendix C-5.1 Email to Notts CC with final SoCC 

Appendix C-5.2 Email to BDC with final SoCC 

Appendix C-5.3 Final SoCC 

Appendix C-5.4 
Website screenshot showing SoCC can be 

downloaded 

Appendix C-6.1 Section 47 and Section 48 Notice PDF 

Appendix C-6.2 
Section 47 and Section 48 Notice Guardian 

Clipping  

Appendix C-6.3 
Section 47 and Section 48 Notice London Gazette 

Clipping   

Appendix C-6.4 
Section 47 and Section 48 Notice Retford Times 

Clipping  

Appendix C-6.5 
Section 47 and Section 48 Notice Nottingham 

Post Clipping 

Appendix C-6.6 
Additional newspaper advert independent of 

statutory notices 
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Appendix C-1 Early draft of SoCC shared with local 

authorities 

Appendix C-1.1 Email sharing early draft SoCC with Bassetlaw District 

Council (BDC) 
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Appendix C-1.2 Email Sharing early draft SoCC with Nottinghamshire 

County Council (NCC) 

 

  



From: info@steeplerenewablesproject.co.uk
To:
Subject: Steeple Renewables Project Draft SOCC
Date: 18 March 2024 14:13:43
Attachments: Steeple Renewables Project - Draft SoCC MARCH 24.docx

Steeple Renewables Project - Draft SoCC MARCH 24.pdf

Good Afternoon all, 

As you may be aware, Steeple Renewables Project is a new renewable energy project
being brought forward by RES located immediately to the south of West Burton power
station. As Nottinghamshire County Council is a host authority for the project, we
wanted to share our draft Statement of Community Consultation (SoCC) for review
and any informal comments or feedback you may have (pdf and word versions).

We are sending this through to you ahead of formal submission of the SoCC for
consultation, expected late-April. We would appreciate any initial comments on this
version before 3rd April so that these could be incorporated into the document before
the formal consultation. Please note that there is some red text in the attached, this
shows where items are still being confirmed. In particular the land under
consideration for the project which we would include in the appendix, this is still
being refined as part of the ongoing design process. These details will be finalised
ahead of our statutory consultation planned for later this year.

Kind Regards, 
I  
Steeple Renewables Project Communications Team
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Appendix C-1.3 Chaser email to NCC  
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Appendix C-1.4 Chaser email to BDC  
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Appendix C-1.5 Draft of SoCC 
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Appendix C-2 Email to local authorities for draft 

SoCC consultation 

Appendix C-2.1 Email sharing early draft SoCC with BDC 

 

  





Consultation Report Appendices Part C  Steeple Renewables Project 

 

12 

 

Appendix C-2.2 Email sharing early draft SoCC with NCC  
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Appendix C-2.3 Copy of the draft SoCC provided to local authorities  

  



 

 

                    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Steeple Renewables 
Project 
Statement of Community Consultation 
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Appendix C-2.4 Chaser email asking for comments on SoCC to NCC  
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Appendix C-2.5 Chaser email asking for comments on SoCC to BDC 
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Appendix C-3 Response from local authority on 

SoCC 

Appendix C-3.1 Email with comments on draft SoCC from Notts CC 

  





Consultation Report Appendices Part C  Steeple Renewables Project 

 

17 

 

Appendix C-3.2 Chaser email with extended deadline to BDC  

  





Consultation Report Appendices Part C  Steeple Renewables Project 

 

18 

 

Appendix C-3.3 Email with comments on draft SoCC from BDC  
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Appendix C-4 Email to local authorities with 

updated SoCC and table of amends 

Appendix C-4.1 Email to Notts CC with updated SoCC 
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Appendix C-4.2 Email to BDC with updated SoCC 
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Appendix C-4.3 Updated SoCC 
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1. Introduction  

1.1. Purpose of the document  

1.1.1. RES ( “the Applicant”) is publishing this Statement of Community Consultation (“SoCC”) in connection 

with its proposals for a new solar energy and battery storage scheme known as Steeple Renewables 

Project (“the Project”). 

 

1.1.2. Anticipated to generate up to 400MW of solar energy, the Project is classed as a Nationally Significant 

Infrastructure Project (“NSIP”), as defined by the Planning Act 2008 (“the 2008 Act”), with up to 200MW 

of battery storage associated development and requires development consent from the Secretary of 

State for Energy Security and Net Zero, via a Development Consent Order (“DCO”).  

 

1.1.3. The purpose of this SoCC is to set out how the Applicant intends to consult people living in the vicinity 

of the Project about the proposal before submission of the DCO application. It includes: 

 

• a description of the consenting process the Applicant must follow; 

• what the Applicant will be consulting on; 

• who the Applicant will consult; 

• how the Applicant will consult; 

• how people can respond to the consultation; and 

• how the Applicant will use the consultation feedback responses. 

 

1.1.4. This SoCC has been prepared in accordance with section 47(1) of the 2008 Act, which requires 

applicants to prepare a statement explaining how they will consult with the local community regarding 

their proposals, and to carry out pre-application consultation in accordance with this SoCC. 

 

1.1.5. Understanding the views of the local community, local authorities and other stakeholders helps ensure 

the Applicant identifies valuable information and the feedback received will help shape the Project. 

 

1.1.6. As the Project is an ‘EIA Development’ (meaning that it is subject to an environmental impact 

assessment or “EIA"), this SoCC also sets out how the Applicant intends to publicise and consult on the 

preliminary environmental information, in accordance with Regulation 12 of The Infrastructure 

Planning (Environmental Impact Assessment) Regulations 2017 (“the EIA Regulations”). 

 

1.1.7. In addition to the Applicant’s obligations under section 47, section 42 of the 2008 Act sets out how 

applicants must consult with prescribed consultees, local authorities and persons with an interest in 

land (“section 42 consultees”). All section 42 consultees known at the present time will be consulted in 

accordance with this SoCC and are invited  to participate in consultation activities. 
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2. Steeple Renewables Project 

2.1. The Project  

2.1.1. The Project is located on land at Sturton-le-Steeple, Nottinghamshire, within the administrative 

boundaries of Bassetlaw District Council and Nottinghamshire County Council. The Project will 

connect into the national grid at the recently decommissioned West Burton Power Station. 

 

2.1.2. You can view the land under consideration on the Project website here: 

https://www.steeplerenewablesproject.co.uk/media/o5npccme/steeple-renewables-land-under-

consideration-v2.jpg  

 

2.1.3. The Project comprises an area of approximately 2,300 acres and is made up of land parcels in the 

vincinity of West Burton Power Station where solar panels and battery storage energy systems are 

proposed. The Project will also include*: 

 

• solar PV modules and associated mounting structures; 

• underground cabling within the areas of the solar PV modules and connecting solar PV module 

areas to the on-site substation; 

•  on-site supporting equipment including inverters, transformers, and switchgears;  

• Battery Energy Storage System (BESS); 

• highways access and internal tracks; and 

• areas for ecological mitigation and enhancement. 

 

*Please note that these details are subject to confirmation and may be subject to adjustments as the project 

progresses. 

 

2.1.4. The Project would make a meaningful contribution to  local and national climate commitments 

generating up to 400MW of renewable energy, for approximately 180,000 homes every year, around 

50% of all homes in Nottinghamshire1. 

 

2.2. Environmental Impact Assessment 

2.2.1. The Project constitutes an ‘EIA Development’ as defined by the EIA Regulations. 

 

2.2.2. An EIA is therefore being prepared to ensure the potential environmental effects of the Project are 

properly understood and whether appropriate mitigation measures should be put in place to avoid, 

prevent, reduce or, if possible, offset any significant adverse environmental effects. The DCO 

application will be accompanied by an Environmental Statement containing the findings of the EIA. 

 

 
1The homes figure has been calculated by taking the predicted average annual electricity generation of the site and dividing this by the 

annual average electricity figures from DESNZ (Department for Energy Security and Net Zero) showing that the annual GB average domestic 
household consumption is 3,239 kWh (January 2024). 

 . 
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2.2.3. An EIA Scoping Opinion was issued by the Planning Inspectorate on 03 June 2024. Together with the 

Applicant’s Scoping Report, this identifies the environmental issues relevant to the Project and 

suggests any potential mitigation measures. The Scoping Opinion is available to view on the Planning 

Inspectorate website at:  https://infrastructure.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/wp-

content/ipc/uploads/projects/EN010163/EN010163-000013-Steeple%20-

%20Scoping%20Opinion%202017%20EIA%20Regs.pdf  

 

2.2.4. In accordance with Regulation 12 of the EIA Regulations, a Preliminary Environmental Information 

Report (PEIR), which sets out initial information on the potential environmental effects of the Project 

and any proposed mitigation, will be prepared and published that will help consultees to take an 

informed view on these matters.  

 

2.2.5. The Applicant will invite feedback on the information presented in the PEIR as part of the statutory 

consultation. Feedback received will be considered before the DCO application and EIA are finalised for 

submission. 

 

3. About RES 

3.1. The Applicant - RES 

3.1.1. RES, a British company, is the world’s largest independent renewable energy company, active in 

onshore and offshore wind, solar, energy storage, green hydrogen, transmission and distribution.  

 

3.1.2. At the forefront of the industry for over 40 years, RES has delivered more than 27GW of renewable 

energy projects across the globe and supports an operational asset portfolio exceeding 41GW 

worldwide for a large client base. 

 

3.1.3. Drawing on its decades of experience in the renewable energy and construction industries, RES has the 

expertise to develop, construct and operate projects of outstanding quality, which contribute to a low 

carbon future by providing a secure supply of sustainable, low cost, clean green energy. RES is 

committed to finding effective and appropriate ways of engaging with all its stakeholders, including 

local residents and businesses, and believes that the views of local people are an integral part of the 

development process. RES is also committed to developing long term relationships with the 

communities around its projects, proactively seeking ways in which it can support and encourage 

community involvement in social and environmental projects near its developments. 

 

3.1.4. You can visit the Applicant’s website at: https://www.res-group.com/  
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4. Consenting process 

4.1.1. As the Project will have a generating capacity of more than 50MW, the Project is classified as a NSIP 

and under the 2008 Act requires the Applicant to submit an application for a DCO to the Planning 

Inspectorate. 

 

4.1.2. If the application for the DCO is accepted, the Planning Inspectorate will appoint an Examining 

Authority to examine the application that will then submit a report on the application to the Secretary 

of State for the Department for Energy Security and Net Zero (the “Secretary of State”) recommending 

whether consent should be granted or refused. The Secretary of State will make the final decision on 

the DCO application.  

 

4.1.3. Interested parties are entitled to participate throughout the duration of the process, including after 

submission and during examination. 

 

4.1.4. Before submitting a DCO application, the 2008 Act requires the Applicant to carry out consultation with 

people living in the vicinity of the land and prescribed stakeholders. 

 

4.1.5. An overview of the DCO process is shown in Figure 1. 

 

Figure 1: The DCO Process 

 

 

 

4.1.6. The 2008 Act requires the Applicant to consult with persons with an interest in the proposed land and 

certain bodies as prescribed under section 42 of the 2008 Act. They include bodies such as Bassetlaw 

District Council, Nottinghamshire County Council and the Environment Agency.  

 

4.1.7. The 2008 Act requires the Applicant to consult with the local community under section 47 of the 2008 

Act (the subject of this SoCC); and to publicise the proposals, locally and nationally. The local 

community  is defined in the 2008 Act as people living within the vicinity of the land.  

 

4.1.8. Further information on the DCO application process can be obtained from the Planning Inspectorate 

which has published a range of advice notes which intend to inform applicants, consultees, the public 

and others about a range of matters in relation to the 2008 Act process. This includes Advice Note 

Eight, which provides more detail on the NSIP planning process. All advice notes can be found on the 

Planning Inspectorate’s website: https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/national-infrastructure-

planning-advice-notes  
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• calling the project information line (0115 718 2070). 

 

5.1.5. In total, throughout the six-week early informal consultation period, 118 responses were received. 

 

5.1.6. More information about the non-statutory consultation can be found in the Early Consultation Report 

which is part of the documents that are currently available on the Project website. Archive documents 

from the non-statutory consultation will remain available on the Project website. Paper copies will be 

available on request and subject to a printing charge. 

 

5.2. Timeline for the Project  

5.2.1. Figure 2 sets out an indicative timeline for each stage of the Project from consultation through to the 

Secretary of State’s decision. 

 

Figure 2: Indicative project timeline  
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6. Statutory consultation under section 47 of the 

2008 Act 

6.1. How the Applicant will consult on the proposed application 

6.1.1. The Applicant will undertake statutory consultation in accordance with section 47 of the 2008 Act for 

six weeks starting on Monday 20 January 2025. The deadline for consultation responses is 11:59pm on 

Monday 03 March 2025. All responses to the consultation must be received by the closing date. 

 

6.1.2. This consultation will provide an opportunity for people in the local community and interested parties 

to have their say about the Applicant’s proposals for the Project. 

 

6.1.3. As well as the community consultation in accordance with section 47, this consultation will also 

include: 

• consultation with prescribed bodies such as Natural England, the Environment Agency and 

National Highways (under section 42 of the 2008 Act); 

• consultation with host and neighbouring local planning authorities (under section 42 of the 

2008 Act); 

• consultation with any persons with an interest in the land affected by the Project (under 

section 42 of the 2008 Act); and  

• publication of the consultation on the Project (under Section 48 of the 2008 Act). 

 

6.2. Who is The Applicant consulting?  

6.2.1. The Applicant will consult widely in accordance with this SoCC. The Applicant’s consultation process is 

open to anyone with an interest in the Applicant’s proposals for the Project. 

 

6.2.2. The Applicant has identified a consultation zone (CZ) (shown in Figure 3) for the purpose of 

communicating with the local community under section 47 of the 2008 Act. This is the same CZ that 

was initially defined for the Applicant’s early informal consultation and based on a minimum distance 

of approximately two kilometres from the proposed site boundary within which the solar PV panels, 

energy storage system and on-site substation and supporting infrastructure would be located.  

 

6.2.3. The CZ encompasses the entire village of Sturton-le-Steeple, the village in which the Project is 

proposed. To the south, the CZ extends to include the villages of North Leverton, South Leverton, and 

Treswell. Westward, it reaches Clarborough and Welham, while to the north, it includes Beckingham 

and Saundby. Extending northwest, the CZ covers North and South Wheatley. To the east, across the 

River Trent, the CZ also incorporates the villages of Gate Burton, Knaith, Lea, and Marton. 

 

6.2.4. The CZ has been amended beyond these criteria, in certain areas, to consider:  

• existing physical features, such as main roads; 

• capturing entire communities rather than excluding small numbers of properties; and 
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• where we propose to undertake additional works to enable construction transport, equipment 

areas or road modifications. 

 

6.2.5. Within the CZ, the Applicant will be consulting any person or group likely to be directly impacted by the 

Project by virtue of their living or working in proximity to the site.  

 

6.2.6. This will include: 

 

• parish councils representing parishes within the CZ, Members of Parliament (MPs) representing 

constituencies within and bordering the CZ; 

• elected representatives in local authorities within the CZ; and 

• relevant local interest groups, such as residents’ associations, community groups and groups with 

particular specialisms, such as environmental groups;  

• and the Applicant is also committed to making sure that individuals and organisations outside of 

the CZ are given the opportunity to participate in the statutory consultation. 

 

Figure 3: Consultation zone (CZ) for the Project 

The dark teal area is the proposed site, with the village of Sturton-le-Steeple in the centre, and the lighter shaded area 

shows the same CZ that was initially defined for the informal consultation on the Applicant’s early proposals, based on a 

minimum 2km distance from the proposed site boundary. 
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• Completing the feedback form online which can be accessed via the project website from Monday 

20 January 2025: (www.steeplerenewablesproject.co.uk) 

• Attending a consultation event and completing a printed feedback form which can be handed into 

the project team in-person or taken away and sent to us via a freepost (using FREEPOST Steeple 

Renewables Project). Feedback forms can also be collected from the community deposit locations, 

downloaded from the website, and completed in pen or requested from the project team, using 

the contact details in Table 8. 

• Emailing into info@steeplerenewablesproject.co.uk 

• Writing to us at FREEPOST Steeple Renewables Project (no stamp is required) 

 

7.2. Further consultation 

7.2.1. If, following the statutory consultation, the Applicant considers it is necessary to undertake further 

geographically targeted or supplementary consultation, this would be undertaken, so far as relevant 

and proportionate.  Wider consultation could also be carried out if considered appropriate. 

 

7.2.2. Any additional consultation will be carried out on a proportionate basis in line with the principles set 

out in this SoCC and communicated to the host local authorities in advance. 

 

8. How the Applicant will use consultation 

feedback  

8.1.1. When the Applicant’s statutory consultation closes at 11:59pm on Monday 03 March 2025, the 

Applicant will have regard to all comments received. All feedback, including ongoing engagement with 

communities and stakeholders, is important to us and will help to influence the Applicant’s design for 

the Project. 

 

8.1.2. Once the Applicant has reviewed and finalised the application, the Applicant will produce a 

Consultation Report, which will set out how the feedback from the pre-application consultation has 

shaped and influenced the Applicant’s proposed application.  

 

8.1.3. The Consultation Report will be submitted to the Secretary of State as part of the DCO application. 

 

8.1.4. Any comments received could be made public but no personal information will be published. Any 

personal data received as part of the consultation will be stored and protected in accordance with the 

requirements of the General Data Protection Regulation. The privacy notice for those visiting the 

project website is available at: www.steeplerenewablesproject.co.uk. 

 

9. Contact details 

9.1.1. Please get in touch if you would like to find out more information about the Project and the Applicant’s 

consultation programme. The project team can be contacted using any of the communications lines 

listed below. 
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9.1.2. Should you require any documents in large print, audio or braille then please contact us using the 

details provided. Every effort has been made to ensure that information is accurate at the time of going 

to print. 

 

9.1.3. The Applicant’s communications channels are: 

• Email: info@steeplerenewablesproject.co.uk 

• Call: 0115 718 2070 

• Write to: FREEPOST Steeple Renewables Project (you do not need a stamp) 
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Appendix C-4.4 SoCC with tracked changes 
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1. Introduction  

1.1. Purpose of the document  

1.1.1. RES ( “the Applicant”) is publishing this Statement of Community Consultation (“SoCC”) in connection 

with its proposals for a new solar energy and battery storage scheme known as Steeple Renewables 

Project (“the Project”). 

 

1.1.2. Anticipated to generate up to 400MW of solar energy, the Project is classed as a Nationally Significant 

Infrastructure Project (“NSIP”), as defined by the Planning Act 2008 (“the 2008 Act”), with up to 200MW 

of battery storage associated development and requires development consent from the Secretary of 

State for Energy Security and Net Zero, via a Development Consent Order (“DCO”). 

 

1.1.3. The purpose of this SoCC is to set out how the Applicant intend to consult people living in the vicinity 

of the Project about the proposal before submission of the DCO application. It includes: 

 

• a description of the consenting process the Applicant must follow; 

• what the Applicant will be consulting on; 

• who the Applicant will consult; 

• how the Applicant will consult; 

• how people can respond to the consultation; and 

• how the Applicant will use the consultation feedback responses. 

 

1.1.4. This SoCC has been prepared in accordance with section 47(1) of the 2008 Act, which requires 

applicants to prepare a statement explaining how they will consult with the local community regarding 

their proposals, and to carry out pre-application consultation in accordance with this SoCC. 

 

1.1.5. Understanding the views of the local community, local authorities and other stakeholders helps ensure 

the Applicant identifies valuable information and the feedback received will help shape the Project. 

 

1.1.6. As the Project is an ‘EIA Development’ (meaning that it is subject to an environmental impact 

assessment or “EIA"), this SoCC also sets out how the Applicant intends to publicise and consult on the 

preliminary environmental information, in accordance with Regulation 12 of The Infrastructure 

Planning (Environmental Impact Assessment) Regulations 2017 (“the EIA Regulations”). 

 

1.1.7. In addition to the Applicant’s obligations under section 47, section 42 of the 2008 Act sets out how 

applicants must consult with prescribed consultees, local authorities and persons with an interest in 

land (“section 42 consultees”). All section 42 consultees known at the present time will be consulted in 

accordance with this SoCC and are invited  to participate in consultation activities.   
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2. Steeple Renewables Project 

2.1. The Project  

2.1.1. The Project is located on land at Sturton-le-Steeple, Nottinghamshire, within the administrative 

boundaries of Bassetlaw District Council and Nottinghamshire County Council. The Project will 

connect into the national grid at the recently decommissioned West Burton Power Station. 

 

2.1.2. You can view the land under consideration on the Project website here: 

https://www.steeplerenewablesproject.co.uk/media/o5npccme/steeple-renewables-land-under-

consideration-v2.jpg  

 

2.1.3. The Project comprises an area of approximately 2,300 acres and is made up of land parcels in the 

vincinity of West Burton Power Station where solar panels and battery storage energy systems are 

proposed. The Project will also include*: 

 

• solar PV modules and associated mounting structures; 

• underground cabling within the areas of the solar PV modules and connecting solar PV module 

areas to the on-site substation; 

•  on-site supporting equipment including inverters, transformers, and switchgears;  

• Battery Energy Storage System (BESS); 

• highways access and internal tracks; and 

• areas for ecological mitigation and enhancement. 

 

*Please note that these details are subject to confirmation and may be subject to adjustments as the project 

progresses. 

 

2.1.4. The Project would make a meaningful contribution to  local and national climate commitments 

generating up to 400MW of renewable energy, for approximately 180,000156,884 homes every year, 

around 4550% of all homes in Nottinghamshire1. 

 

2.2. Environmental Impact Assessment 

2.2.1. The Project constitutes an ‘EIA Development’ as defined by the EIA Regulations 2017. 

 

2.2.2. An EIA is therefore being prepared to ensure the potential environmental effects of the Project are 

properly understood and whether appropriate mitigation measures should be put in place to avoid, 

 
1The homes figure has been calculated by taking the predicted average annual electricity generation of the site and dividing this by the 
annual average electricity figures from DESNZ (Department for Energy Security and Net Zero) showing that the annual GB average domestic 

household consumption is 3,239 kWh (January 2024).The homes figure has been calculated by taking the predicted average annual 

electricity generation of the site and dividing this by the annual average electricity figures from the Department of Business, Energy, and 

Industrial Strategy (BEIS) showing that the annual UK average domestic household consumption is 3,748 kWh (Dec 2021). This calculation 

will be updated with the most recent annual average electricity figures from the Department for Energy Security and Net Zero (DESNZ) 
(January 2024) for the statutory consultation. 

 . 
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prevent, reduce or, if possible, offset any significant adverse environmental effects. The DCO 

application will be accompanied by an Environmental Statement containing the findings of the EIA. 

 

2.2.3. An EIA Scoping Opinion was issued by the Planning Inspectorate on 03 June 2024. Together with the 

Applicant’s Scoping Report, this identifies the environmental issues relevant to the Project and 

suggests any potential mitigation measures. The Scoping Opinion is available to view on the Planning 

Inspectorate website at:  https://infrastructure.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/wp-

content/ipc/uploads/projects/EN010163/EN010163-000013-Steeple%20-

%20Scoping%20Opinion%202017%20EIA%20Regs.pdf  

 

2.2.4. In accordance with Regulation 12 of the EIA Regulations, a Preliminary Environmental Information 

Report (PEIR), which sets out initial information on the potential environmental effects of the Project 

and any proposed mitigation, will be prepared and published that will help consultees to take an 

informed view on these matters.  

 

2.2.5. The Applicant will invite feedback on the information presented in the PEIR as part of the statutory 

consultation. Feedback received will be considered before the DCO application and EIA are finalised for 

submission. 

 

3. About RES 

3.1. The Applicant - RES 

3.1.1. RES, a British company, is the world’s largest independent renewable energy company, active in 

onshore and offshore wind, solar, energy storage, green hydrogen, transmission and distribution. 

 

3.1.2. At the forefront of the industry for over 40 years, RES has delivered more than 27GW of renewable 

energy projects across the globe and supports an operational asset portfolio exceeding 41GW 

worldwide for a large client base. 

 

3.1.3. Drawing on its decades of experience in the renewable energy and construction industries, RES has the 

expertise to develop, construct and operate projects of outstanding quality, which contribute to a low 

carbon future by providing a secure supply of sustainable, low cost, clean green energy. RES is 

committed to finding effective and appropriate ways of engaging with all its stakeholders, including 

local residents and businesses, and believes that the views of local people are an integral part of the 

development process. RES is also committed to developing long term relationships with the 

communities around its projects, proactively seeking ways in which it can support and encourage 

community involvement in social and environmental projects near its developments. 

 

3.1.4. You can visit the Applicant’s website at: https://www.res-group.com/  
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4. Consenting process 

4.1.1. As the Project will have a generating capacity of more than 50MW, the Project is classified as a NSIP 

and under the 2008 Act requires the Applicant to submit an application for a DCO to the Planning 

Inspectorate. 

 

4.1.2. If the application for the DCO is accepted, the Planning Inspectorate will appoint an Examining 

Authority to examine the application that will then submit a report on the applicationto the Secretary 

of State for the Department for Energy Security and Net Zero (the “Secretary of State”) recommending 

whether consent should be granted or refused. The Secretary of State will make the final decision on 

thea DCO application.  

 

4.1.3. Interested parties are entitled to participate throughout the duration of the process, including after 

submission and during examination. 

 

4.1.4. Before submitting a DCO application, the 2008 Act requires The Applicant to carry out consultation 

with people living in the vicinity of the land and prescribed stakeholders. 

 

4.1.5. An overview of the DCO process is shown in Figure 1. 

 

Figure 1: The DCO Process 

 

 

 

4.1.6. The 2008 Act requires the Applicant to consult with persons with an interest in the proposed land and 

certain bodies as prescribed under section 42 of the 2008 Act. They include bodies such as Bassetlaw 

District Council, Nottinghamshire County Council and the Environment Agency.  

 

4.1.7. The 2008 Act requires the Applicant to consult with the local community under section 47 of the 2008 

Act (the subject of this SoCC); and to publicise the proposals, locally and nationally. The local 

community  is defined in the 2008 Act as people living within the vicinity of the land.  

 

4.1.8. Further information on the DCO application process can be obtained from the Planning Inspectorate 

which has published a range of advice notes which intend to inform applicants, consultees, the public 

and others about a range of matters in relation to the 2008 Act process. This includes Advice Note 

Eight, which provides more detail on the NSIP planning process. All advice notes can be found on the 
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• completing an online feedback form on the project website 

(www.steeplerenewablesproject.co.uk); 

• completing a paper feedback form or sending written comments by post (FREEPOST 

Steeple Renewables Project); 

• emailing feedback to the project email address (info@steeplerenewablesproject.co.uk); 

and  

• calling the project information line (0115 718 2070). 

 

5.1.5. In total, throughout the six-week early consultation period, 118 responses were received. 

 

5.1.6. More information about the non-statutory consultation can be found in the Early Consultation Report 

which is part of the documents that are currently available on the Project website. Archive documents 

from the non-statutory consultation will remain available on the Project website. Paper copies will be 

available on request and subject to a printing charge. 

 

5.2. Timeline for the Project  

5.2.1. Figure 2 sets out an indicative timeline for each stage of the Project from consultation through to the 

Secretary of State’s decision. 

 

Figure 2: Indicative project timeline  
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6. Statutory consultation under section 47 of the 

2008 Act 

6.1. How The Applicant will consult on the proposed application 

6.1.1. The Applicant will undertake  statutory consultation in accordance with section 47 of the 2008 Act for 

six weeks starting on Monday 20 January 2025. The deadline for consultation responses is 11:59pm on 

Monday 03 March 2025. All responses to the consultation must be received by the closing date. 

 

6.1.2. This consultation will provide an opportunity for people in the local community and interested parties 

to have their say about the Applicant’s proposals for the Project. 

 

6.1.3. As well as the community consultation in accordance with section 47, this consultation will also 

include: 

• consultation with prescribed bodies such as Natural England, the Environment Agency and 

National Highways (under section 42 of the 2008 Act); 

• consultation with host and neighbouring local planning authorities (under section 43 of the 

2008 Act); 

• consultation with any persons with an interest in the land affected by the Project (under 

section 44 of the 2008 Act); and  

• general public consultation on the Project (under Section 48 of the 2008 Act). 

 

6.2. Who is The Applicant consulting?  

6.2.1. The Applicant will consult widely in accordance with this SoCC. The Applicant’s consultation process is 

open to anyone with an interest in the Applicant’s proposals for the Project. 

 

6.2.2. The Applicant has identified a consultation zone (CZ) (shown in Figure 3) for the purpose of 

communicating with the local community under section 47 of the 2008 Act. This is the same CZ that 

was initially defined for the Applicant’s early informal consultation and based on a minimum distance 

of approximately two kilometres from the proposed site boundary within which the solar PV panels, 

energy storage system and on-site substation and supporting infrastructure would be located.  

 

6.2.3. The CZ encompasses the entire village of Sturton-le-Steeple, the village in which the Project is 

proposed. To the south, the CZ extends to include the villages of North Leverton, South Leverton, and 

Treswell. Westward, it reaches Clarborough and Welham, while to the north, it includes Beckingham 

and Saundby. Extending northwest, the CZ covers North and South Wheatley. To the east, across the 

River Trent, the CZ also incorporates the villages of Gate Burton, Knaith, Lea, and Marton. 

 

6.2.4. The CZ has been amended beyond these criteria, in certain areas, to consider:  

• existing physical features, such as main roads; 

• capturing entire communities rather than excluding small numbers of properties; and 
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• where we propose to undertake additional works to enable construction transport, equipment 

areas or road modifications. 

 

6.2.5. Within the CZ, the Applicant will be consulting any person or group likely to be directly impacted by the 

Project by virtue of their living or working in proximity to the site.  

 

6.2.6. This will include: 

 

• parish councils representing parishes within the CZ, Members of Parliament (MPs) representing 

constituencies within and bordering the CZ; 

• elected representatives in local authorities within the CZ; and 

• relevant local interest groups, such as residents’ associations, community groups and groups with 

particular specialisms, such as environmental groups; 

•  and the Applicant is also committed to making sure that individuals and organisations outside of 

the CZ are given the opportunity to participate in the statutory consultation. 

 

Figure 3: Consultation zone (CZ) for the Project 

The dark teal area is the land under consideration, with the village of Sturton-le-Steeple in the centre, and the lighter 

shaded area shows the same CZ that was initially defined for the informal consultation on the Applicant’s early proposals, 

based on a minimum 2km distance from the proposed site boundary. 
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6.8.2. Requests for consultation information to meet specific requirements will be considered on a case-by-

case basis so the Applicant can establish how best to provide the information required. This will 

include materials such as large print or audio for those with visual impairments, or an alternative 

language to for those for whom English is not their first language, to enable them to take part in the 

consultation. 

 

7. Responding to the consultation 

7.1. How to respond to the consultation 

7.1.1. Feedback to the consultation must be submitted by 11:59pm on Monday 03 March 2025. Responses 

received after this date may not be considered.  

 

7.1.2. Consultation responses can be made in the following ways: 

 

• Completing the feedback form online which can be accessed via the project website from Monday 

20 January 2025: (www.steeplerenewablesproject.co.uk) 

• Attending a consultation event and completing a printed feedback form which can be handed into 

the project team in-person or taken away and sent to us via a freepost (using FREEPOST Steeple 

Renewables Project). Feedback forms can also be collected from the community deposit locations, 

downloaded from the website, and completed in pen or requested from the project team, using 

the contact details in Table 8. 

• Emailing into info@steeplerenewablesproject.co.uk 

• Writing to us at FREEPOST Steeple Renewables Project (no stamp is required) 

 

7.2. Further consultation 

7.2.1. If, following the statutory consultation, the Applicant considers it is necessary to undertake further 

geographically targeted or supplementary consultation, this would be undertaken, so far as relevant 

and proportionate.  Wider consultation could also be carried out if considered appropriate. 

 

7.2.2. Any additional consultation will be carried out on a proportionate basis in line with the principles set 

out in this SoCC and communicated to the host local authorities in advance. 

 

8. How the Applicant will use consultation 

feedback  

8.1.1. When the Applicant’s statutory consultation closes at 11:59pm on Monday 03 March 2025, the 

Applicant will have regard to all comments received. All feedback, including ongoing engagement with 

communities and stakeholders, is important to us and will help to influence the Applicant’s design for 

the Project. 
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8.1.2. Once the Applicant has reviewed and finalised the application, the Applicant will produce a 

Consultation Report, which will set out how the feedback from the pre-application consultation has 

shaped and influenced the Applicant’s proposed application.  

 

8.1.3. The Consultation Report will be submitted to the Secretary of State as part of the DCO application. 

 

8.1.4. Any comments received could be made public but no personal information will be published. Any 

personal data received as part of the consultation will be stored and protected in accordance with the 

requirements of the General Data Protection Regulation. The privacy notice for those visiting the 

project website is available at: www.steeplerenewablesproject.co.uk. 

 

9. Contact details 

9.1.1. Please get in touch if you would like to find out more information about the Project and the Applicant’s 

consultation programme. The project team can be contacted using any of the communications lines 

listed below. 

 

9.1.2. Should you require any documents in large print, audio or braille then please contact us using the 

details provided. Every effort has been made to ensure that information is accurate at the time of going 

to print. 

 

9.1.3. The Applicant’s communications channels are: 

• Email: info@steeplerenewablesproject.co.uk 

• Call: 0115 718 2070 

• Write to: FREEPOST Steeple Renewables Project (you do not need a stamp) 
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Appendix C-5 Final SoCC 

Appendix C-5.1 Email to Notts CC with final SoCC 

  



From: info@steeplerenewablesproject.co.uk
To:
Subject: Re: Steeple Renewables Project SECTION 47(2) OF THE PLANNING ACT 2008: REQUEST FOR COMMENTS

ON THE STATEMENT OF COMMUNITY CONSULTATION
Date: 17 January 2025 10:51:59
Attachments: Steeple Renewables Project - SoCC Final.pdf

Thank you for your comments on the draft Statement of Community Consultation (SoCC)
received on 03 December 2024 regarding RES’ proposals for Steeple Renewables Project.
 
We have reviewed your comments and made some changes to the document, outlined below.
Please find attached the updated final SoCC, including a word tracked changes version for your
information.

Paragraph Comment Change Made
2.1.4. None The homes figure has been

calculated by taking the
predicted average annual
electricity generation of the site
and dividing this by the annual
average electricity figures from
DESNZ (Department for Energy
Security and Net Zero) showing
that the annual GB average
domestic household
consumption is 3,239 kWh
(January 2024).

Table 4: Statutory
consultation methods
for the Project

None We have removed the provision
that stated where possible
consultation materials will be
left behind at event venues.
 
Materials will be present
throughout the consultation at
Sturton-le-Steeple Hall and
Conference Centre alongside
the two other deposit locations.
 
Considering this we no longer
deem it necessary to leave
materials at South Leverton
Memorial Hall.

Table 6: Methods to
promote the
consultation

Nottinghamshire County Council:
The strategy should include social
media engagement, both for
promoting the consultation and as
a channel for community
interaction. Consider creating a
dedicated account on X or similar

We have added social media to
our methods to promote the
consultation.
 
Prior to and throughout the
consultation we will use
Facebook to promote the



platforms to address questions
and provide information.
Additionally, explore using existing
social media pages to publicise
the consultation, especially to
reach seldom-heard groups like
young people.

consultation.
 
The adverts will publicise the
consultation and point people
towards the project website
and virtual exhibition, they will
also advertise the consultation
events.

Table 6: Methods to
promote the
consultation

None Separately to the statutory
notices we will now be
publishing an advert in the
Retford Times ahead of the
consultation launch. The advert
will run for a week to publicise
the consultation dates and
advertise the consultation
events and the deposit
locations.

Provision of materials
in alternative formats

None Requests for consultation
information to meet specific
requirements will now be
considered on a case-by-case
basis so the Applicant can
establish how best to provide
the information required.

 
We also received late comments on the SoCC from Bassetlaw that requested additional deposit
locations at Retford Town Hall and Bassetlaw District Council Offices in Worksop. Whilst these
comments were received too late to incorporate into the final SoCC we have had regard to these
comments.  We will include these additional deposit locations for consultation materials  These
locations will also be advertised on the project website.

Further to your comment regarding the use of Facebook as a method to collect feedback, whilst
we agree that social media is an effective tool for promoting the consultation, we want to clarify
that it is not our intention to collect feedback via Facebook or any other social media platform.
This decision aligns with company policy, which prohibits RES from creating project-specific
social media accounts, as the company does not maintain a direct presence on social media.
 
Feedback will instead be collected via email, phone, and feedback forms. These methods provide
clear and structured channels for submitting responses, helping to avoid confusion and ensuring
the efficient management of feedback. As set out above, promotional advertisements will be run
through a Facebook account wholly owned and managed by Cavendish.
 
I hope the above goes some way to address your feedback on this topic but please do get in touch
if you have any further questions.
 



Best Wishes, 
 

Steeple Renewables Project Communications Team
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Appendix C-5.2 Email to BDC with final SoCC 

  



From: info@steeplerenewablesproject.co.uk
To:
Subject: Re: Steeple Renewables Project SECTION 47(2) OF THE PLANNING ACT 2008: REQUEST FOR COMMENTS

ON THE STATEMENT OF COMMUNITY CONSULTATION
Date: 17 January 2025 10:52:23
Attachments: Steeple Renewables Project - SoCC Final.pdf

Steeple Renewables Project - SoCC with Tracked Changes.docx

Good morning Amanda, 

I am writing further to our email in November 2024 about our Statement of Community
Consultation (SoCC). We have reviewed the comments from Nottinghamshire County Council
and summarised them in a table below. Please find attached the updated final SoCC, including a
word tracked changes version for your information.

Paragraph Comment Change Made
2.1.4. None The homes figure has been

calculated by taking the
predicted average annual
electricity generation of the site
and dividing this by the annual
average electricity figures from
DESNZ (Department for Energy
Security and Net Zero) showing
that the annual GB average
domestic household
consumption is 3,239 kWh
(January 2024).

Table 4: Statutory
consultation methods
for the Project

None We have removed the provision
that stated where possible
consultation materials will be
left behind at event venues.
 
Materials will be present
throughout the consultation at
Sturton-le-Steeple Hall and
Conference Centre alongside
the two other deposit locations.
 
Considering this we no longer
deem it necessary to leave
materials at South Leverton
Memorial Hall.

Table 6: Methods to
promote the
consultation

Nottinghamshire County Council:
The strategy should include social
media engagement, both for
promoting the consultation and as
a channel for community

We have added social media to
our methods to promote the
consultation.
 
Prior to and throughout the



interaction. Consider creating a
dedicated account on X or similar
platforms to address questions
and provide information.
Additionally, explore using existing
social media pages to publicise
the consultation, especially to
reach seldom-heard groups like
young people.

consultation we will use
Facebook to promote the
consultation.
 
The adverts will publicise the
consultation and point people
towards the project website
and virtual exhibition, they will
also advertise the consultation
events.

Table 6: Methods to
promote the
consultation

None Separately to the statutory
notices we will now be
publishing an advert in the
Retford Times ahead of the
consultation launch. The advert
will run for a week to publicise
the consultation dates and
advertise the consultation
events and the deposit
locations.

Provision of materials
in alternative formats

None Requests for consultation
information to meet specific
requirements will now be
considered on a case-by-case
basis so the Applicant can
establish how best to provide
the information required.

 
As discussed yesterday, the late receipt of comments from Bassetlaw District Council prevented
us from incorporating them into the final SoCC. However, we have had regard to your feedback. In
response to your request, we will include additional deposit locations for consultation materials
at Retford Town Hall and Bassetlaw District Council Offices in Worksop. These locations will
also be advertised on the project website.

I hope the above goes some way to address your feedback on this topic but please do get in touch
if you have any further questions.
 
Best Wishes, 

 
Steeple Renewables Project Communications Team
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Appendix C-5.3 Final SoCC 
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1. Introduction  

1.1. Purpose of the document  

1.1.1. RES ( “the Applicant”) is publishing this Statement of Community Consultation (“SoCC”) in connection 

with its proposals for a new solar energy and battery storage scheme known as Steeple Renewables 

Project (“the Project”). 

 

1.1.2. Anticipated to generate up to 400MW of solar energy, the Project is classed as a Nationally Significant 

Infrastructure Project (“NSIP”), as defined by the Planning Act 2008 (“the 2008 Act”), with up to 200MW 

of battery storage associated development and requires development consent from the Secretary of 

State for Energy Security and Net Zero, via a Development Consent Order (“DCO”).  

 

1.1.3. The purpose of this SoCC is to set out how the Applicant intends to consult people living in the vicinity 

of the Project about the proposal before submission of the DCO application. It includes: 

 

• a description of the consenting process the Applicant must follow; 

• what the Applicant will be consulting on; 

• who the Applicant will consult; 

• how the Applicant will consult; 

• how people can respond to the consultation; and 

• how the Applicant will use the consultation feedback responses. 

 

1.1.4. This SoCC has been prepared in accordance with section 47(1) of the 2008 Act, which requires 

applicants to prepare a statement explaining how they will consult with the local community regarding 

their proposals, and to carry out pre-application consultation in accordance with this SoCC. 

 

1.1.5. Understanding the views of the local community, local authorities and other stakeholders helps ensure 

the Applicant identifies valuable information and the feedback received will help shape the Project. 

 

1.1.6. As the Project is an ‘EIA Development’ (meaning that it is subject to an environmental impact 

assessment or “EIA"), this SoCC also sets out how the Applicant intends to publicise and consult on the 

preliminary environmental information, in accordance with Regulation 12 of The Infrastructure 

Planning (Environmental Impact Assessment) Regulations 2017 (“the EIA Regulations”). 

 

1.1.7. In addition to the Applicant’s obligations under section 47, section 42 of the 2008 Act sets out how 

applicants must consult with prescribed consultees, local authorities and persons with an interest in 

land (“section 42 consultees”). All section 42 consultees known at the present time will be consulted in 

accordance with this SoCC and are invited  to participate in consultation activities. 
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2. Steeple Renewables Project 

2.1. The Project  

2.1.1. The Project is located on land at Sturton-le-Steeple, Nottinghamshire, within the administrative 

boundaries of Bassetlaw District Council and Nottinghamshire County Council. The Project will 

connect into the national grid at the recently decommissioned West Burton Power Station. 

 

2.1.2. You can view the land under consideration on the Project website here: 

https://www.steeplerenewablesproject.co.uk/media/o5npccme/steeple-renewables-land-under-

consideration-v2.jpg  

 

2.1.3. The Project comprises an area of approximately 2,300 acres and is made up of land parcels in the 

vincinity of West Burton Power Station where solar panels and battery storage energy systems are 

proposed. The Project will also include*: 

 

• solar PV modules and associated mounting structures; 

• underground cabling within the areas of the solar PV modules and connecting solar PV module 

areas to the on-site substation; 

•  on-site supporting equipment including inverters, transformers, and switchgears;  

• Battery Energy Storage System (BESS); 

• highways access and internal tracks; and 

• areas for ecological mitigation and enhancement. 

 

*Please note that these details are subject to confirmation and may be subject to adjustments as the project 

progresses. 

 

2.1.4. The Project would make a meaningful contribution to  local and national climate commitments 

generating up to 400MW of renewable energy, for approximately 180,000 homes every year, around 

50% of all homes in Nottinghamshire1. 

 

2.2. Environmental Impact Assessment 

2.2.1. The Project constitutes an ‘EIA Development’ as defined by the EIA Regulations. 

 

2.2.2. An EIA is therefore being prepared to ensure the potential environmental effects of the Project are 

properly understood and whether appropriate mitigation measures should be put in place to avoid, 

prevent, reduce or, if possible, offset any significant adverse environmental effects. The DCO 

application will be accompanied by an Environmental Statement containing the findings of the EIA. 

 

 
1The homes figure has been calculated by taking the predicted average annual electricity generation of the site and dividing this by the 

annual average electricity figures from DESNZ (Department for Energy Security and Net Zero) showing that the annual GB average domestic 
household consumption is 3,239 kWh (January 2024). 

 . 
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2.2.3. An EIA Scoping Opinion was issued by the Planning Inspectorate on 03 June 2024. Together with the 

Applicant’s Scoping Report, this identifies the environmental issues relevant to the Project and 

suggests any potential mitigation measures. The Scoping Opinion is available to view on the Planning 

Inspectorate website at:  https://infrastructure.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/wp-

content/ipc/uploads/projects/EN010163/EN010163-000013-Steeple%20-

%20Scoping%20Opinion%202017%20EIA%20Regs.pdf  

 

2.2.4. In accordance with Regulation 12 of the EIA Regulations, a Preliminary Environmental Information 

Report (PEIR), which sets out initial information on the potential environmental effects of the Project 

and any proposed mitigation, will be prepared and published that will help consultees to take an 

informed view on these matters.  

 

2.2.5. The Applicant will invite feedback on the information presented in the PEIR as part of the statutory 

consultation. Feedback received will be considered before the DCO application and EIA are finalised for 

submission. 

 

3. About RES 

3.1. The Applicant - RES 

3.1.1. RES, a British company, is the world’s largest independent renewable energy company, active in 

onshore and offshore wind, solar, energy storage, green hydrogen, transmission and distribution.  

 

3.1.2. At the forefront of the industry for over 40 years, RES has delivered more than 27GW of renewable 

energy projects across the globe and supports an operational asset portfolio exceeding 41GW 

worldwide for a large client base. 

 

3.1.3. Drawing on its decades of experience in the renewable energy and construction industries, RES has the 

expertise to develop, construct and operate projects of outstanding quality, which contribute to a low 

carbon future by providing a secure supply of sustainable, low cost, clean green energy. RES is 

committed to finding effective and appropriate ways of engaging with all its stakeholders, including 

local residents and businesses, and believes that the views of local people are an integral part of the 

development process. RES is also committed to developing long term relationships with the 

communities around its projects, proactively seeking ways in which it can support and encourage 

community involvement in social and environmental projects near its developments. 

 

3.1.4. You can visit the Applicant’s website at: https://www.res-group.com/  
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4. Consenting process 

4.1.1. As the Project will have a generating capacity of more than 50MW, the Project is classified as a NSIP 

and under the 2008 Act requires the Applicant to submit an application for a DCO to the Planning 

Inspectorate. 

 

4.1.2. If the application for the DCO is accepted, the Planning Inspectorate will appoint an Examining 

Authority to examine the application that will then submit a report on the application to the Secretary 

of State for the Department for Energy Security and Net Zero (the “Secretary of State”) recommending 

whether consent should be granted or refused. The Secretary of State will make the final decision on 

the DCO application.  

 

4.1.3. Interested parties are entitled to participate throughout the duration of the process, including after 

submission and during examination. 

 

4.1.4. Before submitting a DCO application, the 2008 Act requires the Applicant to carry out consultation with 

people living in the vicinity of the land and prescribed stakeholders. 

 

4.1.5. An overview of the DCO process is shown in Figure 1. 

 

Figure 1: The DCO Process 

 

 

 

4.1.6. The 2008 Act requires the Applicant to consult with persons with an interest in the proposed land and 

certain bodies as prescribed under section 42 of the 2008 Act. They include bodies such as Bassetlaw 

District Council, Nottinghamshire County Council and the Environment Agency.  

 

4.1.7. The 2008 Act requires the Applicant to consult with the local community under section 47 of the 2008 

Act (the subject of this SoCC); and to publicise the proposals, locally and nationally. The local 

community  is defined in the 2008 Act as people living within the vicinity of the land.  

 

4.1.8. Further information on the DCO application process can be obtained from the Planning Inspectorate 

which has published a range of advice notes which intend to inform applicants, consultees, the public 

and others about a range of matters in relation to the 2008 Act process. This includes Advice Note 

Eight, which provides more detail on the NSIP planning process. All advice notes can be found on the 

Planning Inspectorate’s website: https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/national-infrastructure-

planning-advice-notes  
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• calling the project information line (0115 718 2070). 

 

5.1.5. In total, throughout the six-week early informal consultation period, 118 responses were received. 

 

5.1.6. More information about the non-statutory consultation can be found in the Early Consultation Report 

which is part of the documents that are currently available on the Project website. Archive documents 

from the non-statutory consultation will remain available on the Project website. Paper copies will be 

available on request and subject to a printing charge. 

 

5.2. Timeline for the Project  

5.2.1. Figure 2 sets out an indicative timeline for each stage of the Project from consultation through to the 

Secretary of State’s decision. 

 

Figure 2: Indicative project timeline  
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6. Statutory consultation under section 47 of the 

2008 Act 

6.1. How the Applicant will consult on the proposed application 

6.1.1. The Applicant will undertake statutory consultation in accordance with section 47 of the 2008 Act for 

six weeks starting on Monday 20 January 2025. The deadline for consultation responses is 11:59pm on 

Monday 03 March 2025. All responses to the consultation must be received by the closing date. 

 

6.1.2. This consultation will provide an opportunity for people in the local community and interested parties 

to have their say about the Applicant’s proposals for the Project. 

 

6.1.3. As well as the community consultation in accordance with section 47, this consultation will also 

include: 

• consultation with prescribed bodies such as Natural England, the Environment Agency and 

National Highways (under section 42 of the 2008 Act); 

• consultation with host and neighbouring local planning authorities (under section 42 of the 

2008 Act); 

• consultation with any persons with an interest in the land affected by the Project (under 

section 42 of the 2008 Act); and  

• publication of the consultation on the Project (under Section 48 of the 2008 Act). 

 

6.2. Who is The Applicant consulting?  

6.2.1. The Applicant will consult widely in accordance with this SoCC. The Applicant’s consultation process is 

open to anyone with an interest in the Applicant’s proposals for the Project. 

 

6.2.2. The Applicant has identified a consultation zone (CZ) (shown in Figure 3) for the purpose of 

communicating with the local community under section 47 of the 2008 Act. This is the same CZ that 

was initially defined for the Applicant’s early informal consultation and based on a minimum distance 

of approximately two kilometres from the proposed site boundary within which the solar PV panels, 

energy storage system and on-site substation and supporting infrastructure would be located.  

 

6.2.3. The CZ encompasses the entire village of Sturton-le-Steeple, the village in which the Project is 

proposed. To the south, the CZ extends to include the villages of North Leverton, South Leverton, and 

Treswell. Westward, it reaches Clarborough and Welham, while to the north, it includes Beckingham 

and Saundby. Extending northwest, the CZ covers North and South Wheatley. To the east, across the 

River Trent, the CZ also incorporates the villages of Gate Burton, Knaith, Lea, and Marton. 

 

6.2.4. The CZ has been amended beyond these criteria, in certain areas, to consider:  

• existing physical features, such as main roads; 

• capturing entire communities rather than excluding small numbers of properties; and 
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• where we propose to undertake additional works to enable construction transport, equipment 

areas or road modifications. 

 

6.2.5. Within the CZ, the Applicant will be consulting any person or group likely to be directly impacted by the 

Project by virtue of their living or working in proximity to the site.  

 

6.2.6. This will include: 

 

• parish councils representing parishes within the CZ, Members of Parliament (MPs) representing 

constituencies within and bordering the CZ; 

• elected representatives in local authorities within the CZ; and 

• relevant local interest groups, such as residents’ associations, community groups and groups with 

particular specialisms, such as environmental groups;  

• and the Applicant is also committed to making sure that individuals and organisations outside of 

the CZ are given the opportunity to participate in the statutory consultation. 

 

Figure 3: Consultation zone (CZ) for the Project 

The dark teal area is the proposed site, with the village of Sturton-le-Steeple in the centre, and the lighter shaded area 

shows the same CZ that was initially defined for the informal consultation on the Applicant’s early proposals, based on a 

minimum 2km distance from the proposed site boundary. 

 

 

 

 























Statement of Community Consultation  steeplerenewablesproject.co.uk 

 

 

21 

 

• Completing the feedback form online which can be accessed via the project website from Monday 

20 January 2025: (www.steeplerenewablesproject.co.uk) 

• Attending a consultation event and completing a printed feedback form which can be handed into 

the project team in-person or taken away and sent to us via a freepost (using FREEPOST Steeple 

Renewables Project). Feedback forms can also be collected from the community deposit locations, 

downloaded from the website, and completed in pen or requested from the project team, using 

the contact details in Table 8. 

• Emailing into info@steeplerenewablesproject.co.uk 

• Writing to us at FREEPOST Steeple Renewables Project (no stamp is required) 

 

7.2. Further consultation 

7.2.1. If, following the statutory consultation, the Applicant considers it is necessary to undertake further 

geographically targeted or supplementary consultation, this would be undertaken, so far as relevant 

and proportionate.  Wider consultation could also be carried out if considered appropriate. 

 

7.2.2. Any additional consultation will be carried out on a proportionate basis in line with the principles set 

out in this SoCC and communicated to the host local authorities in advance. 

 

8. How the Applicant will use consultation 

feedback  

8.1.1. When the Applicant’s statutory consultation closes at 11:59pm on Monday 03 March 2025, the 

Applicant will have regard to all comments received. All feedback, including ongoing engagement with 

communities and stakeholders, is important to us and will help to influence the Applicant’s design for 

the Project. 

 

8.1.2. Once the Applicant has reviewed and finalised the application, the Applicant will produce a 

Consultation Report, which will set out how the feedback from the pre-application consultation has 

shaped and influenced the Applicant’s proposed application.  

 

8.1.3. The Consultation Report will be submitted to the Secretary of State as part of the DCO application. 

 

8.1.4. Any comments received could be made public but no personal information will be published. Any 

personal data received as part of the consultation will be stored and protected in accordance with the 

requirements of the General Data Protection Regulation. The privacy notice for those visiting the 

project website is available at: www.steeplerenewablesproject.co.uk. 

 

9. Contact details 

9.1.1. Please get in touch if you would like to find out more information about the Project and the Applicant’s 

consultation programme. The project team can be contacted using any of the communications lines 

listed below. 
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9.1.2. Should you require any documents in large print, audio or braille then please contact us using the 

details provided. Every effort has been made to ensure that information is accurate at the time of going 

to print. 

 

9.1.3. The Applicant’s communications channels are: 

• Email: info@steeplerenewablesproject.co.uk 

• Call: 0115 718 2070 

• Write to: FREEPOST Steeple Renewables Project (you do not need a stamp) 
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Appendix C-5.4 Website screenshot showing SoCC can be downloaded 
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Appendix C-6 Section 47 and Section 48 Notice 

Appendix C-6.1 Section 47 and Section 48 Notice PDF 

  



Notice is hereby given that RENEWABLE ENERGY SYSTEMS LIMITED (“the 
Applicant”) of Beaufort Court, Egg Farm Lane, Station Road, Kings Langley, 
Hertfordshire, WD4 8LR intends to apply to the Secretary of State for Energy 
Security and Net Zero for Development Consent Order (DCO) under section 37 
of the Planning Act 2008 (the act) to authorise the construction, operation and 
decommissioning of a solar photovoltaic (PV) array generating facility with battery 
energy storage (BESS) located across 930 hectares of land located in Sturton-
le-Steeple with a total generating capacity exceeding 50 megawatts and export 
connection to the National Grid associated infrastructure (the Project).
In accordance with section 47(6) of the Act RENEWABLE ENERGY SYSTEMS LIMITED 
has now published a Statement of Community Consultation (SoCC) for the Project. 
This notice publicises where and when the SoCC can be inspected. The SoCC sets 
out how the Applicant will consult with the local community about the Project.
Additionally, the Applicant has a duty to publicise the proposed Application under 
section 48 of the Act in line with Regulation 4 of the 2009 Regulations. In accordance 
with those provisions, this notice also summarises the main proposals and explains 
where the consultation documents can be viewed.
The Project is located across nine connected land areas within the administrative 
area of Bassetlaw District Council and will connect to the grid via the National Grid 
Substation at West Burton Power Station.
The Project would comprise:
•	 Solar PV modules and associated mounting structures;
•	 Battery Energy Storage System (BESS);
•	 33kv Underground cabling within the areas of the solar PV modules and 

connecting solar PV module areas to the on-site substation and to the National 
Grid Substation at West Burton Power Station;

•	 Supporting electrical infrastructure including inverters and transformers, 		
and switchgears; 

•	 Highways access and internal tracks;
•	 Areas for ecological mitigation and enhancement to avoid or reduce adverse 

impacts on the surrounding environment and nearby communities; 
•	 Other associated infrastructure for example, fencing, security, cctv, 
	 local grid connections;
•	 the permanent and/or temporary compulsory acquisition of land and/or rights 
	 (if required) and the application and/or disapplication of legislation including inter 

alia legislation relating to compulsory purchase and landlord and tenant matters. 
The Project is an Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) development for the 
purposes of the Infrastructure Planning (Environmental Impact Assessment) 
Regulations 2017. This means that the Project will constitute development for 
which an EIA is needed and the proposed application for a DCO will therefore 
be accompanied by an Environmental Statement. Additionally, the Applicant 
will be making preliminary environmental information available (PEIR). 
Consultation on the Project will take place from Monday 20 January 2025 until 
11:59pm on Monday 03 March 2025.
Under section 47 of the Planning Act 2008, RES has a duty to consult the local 
community on its proposals. The SoCC explains how the Applicant will undertake 
the consultation, where the consultation documents can be viewed, where public 
events will be held and explains how people can comment on the proposals and 
provide responses to the consultation.
This notice contains a summary of the consultation details. However, full details 
of the consultation can be found in the SoCC. 
Copies of the PEIR with a Non-Technical Summary, our SoCC and other consultation 
documents, plans and maps detailing our consultation process and showing the 
nature and location of the Project may be inspected free of charge at the following 
online at https://www.steeplerenewablesproject.co.uk/document-library/
or at the following deposit locations from the start of the consultation period 
on Monday 20 January 2025 until the close of the consultation period.

ADVERTISEMENT
RENEWABLE ENERGY SYSTEMS LIMITED

SECTION 47(6) and 48 OF THE PLANNING ACT 2008 
REGULATION 4, INFRASTRUCTURE PLANNING (APPLICATIONS: PRESCRIBED FORMS AND PROCEDURE) REGULATIONS 2009

STEEPLE RENEWABLES PROJECT
NOTICE OF PUBLICATION OF A STATEMENT OF COMMUNITY CONSULTATION AND NOTICE PUBLISHING A 
PROPOSED APPLICATION FOR A DEVELOPMENT CONSENT ORDER FOR STEEPLE RENEWABLES PROJECT

Materials are also available for viewing and collection at Sturton Hall and 
Conference Centre, Brickings Way, Sturton-le-Steeple, DN22 9HY. However, 
please be aware that the venue does not have regular opening hours.
Materials will be available to view during the opening hours listed above, except 
in circumstances outside of RES’ control which prevent the locations specified 
from opening.
Hard copies of the consultation brochure, feedback questionnaire and Non-
Technical Summary will be available at no extra charge. A hard copy of the PEIR can 
be requested for a charge £0.35 per page to cover printing and posting costs. These 
can be requested by contacting the Project Team via the details at the bottom 
of this notice.
You can also view RES’ consultation materials at the consultation events where you 
can speak with the project team and share your views. Consultation events will be 
held at the following venues during the consultation period: 

A consultation feedback questionnaire is available as part of the consultation 
materials, and online at www.steeplerenewablesproject.co.uk. A printed copy 
of the consultation feedback questionnaire can be requested by contacting the 
project team on the details below. You can also contact the project team via phone 
on 0115 718 2070.
Responses to the consultation can be submitted in the following ways:
•	 Completing the feedback form online at www.steeplerenewablesproject.co.uk 
•	 By returning a printed copy of the enclosed response form at Freepost STEEPLE 

RENEWABLES PROJECT (no stamp required) 
•	 Emailing us at info@steeplerenewablesproject.co.uk
•	 Writing to us at Freepost STEEPLE RENEWABLES PROJECT (no stamp required)
Responses must be received by 11:59pm on Monday 03 March 2025. 
RES will consider and have regard to all responses when refining the Project once 
the consultation has closed. Responses will form the basis of a Consultation Report 
that will be one of the factors taken into consideration by the Secretary of State 
when deciding whether the DCO application can be accepted for examination. 
Therefore, in providing any comment, it should be borne in mind that the substance 
of it may be communicated to others as part of the Consultation Report. Personal 
details will be held securely in accordance with the Data Protection Act 2018 
and will be used solely in connection with the consultation process and the 
development of this project and, except as noted above, will not be disclosed 
to any third parties. Personal information will be redacted.
If you have any questions about the Project or consultation, please get in touch 
using the contact details above.

Date Location Time

Saturday 01 
February 2025 

Sturton Hall and Conference Centre,
Brickings Way, Sturton-le-Steeple

DN22 9HY
10:00 - 15:00

Wednesday 05 
February 2025

Memorial Institute, South Leverton
Town Street, South Leverton

Retford DN22 0BT
14:00 - 19:00

Wednesday 19 
February 2025 

Sturton Hall and Conference Centre 
Brickings Way, Sturton-le-Steeple

DN22 9HY 
14:00 - 19:00

Location Opening Times

Retford Library
17 Churchgate, Retford 
DN22 6PE

Monday: 9AM - 6PM, Tuesday: 9AM - 6PM, 
Wednesday: 9AM - 6PM, Thursday: 9AM - 6PM, 

Friday: 9AM - 6PM, Saturday: 9AM - 3:30PM, 
Sunday: Closed

Gainsborough Library 
Cobden St, Gainsborough 
DN21 2NG

Monday: 9AM - 5PM, Tuesday: 9AM - 5PM, 
Wednesday: 9AM - 5PM, Thursday: 9AM - 6PM, 

Friday: 9AM - 6PM, Saturday: 9AM - 1PM, 
Sunday: Closed

     20787_RES_Steeples Solar Farm_260X336_Ad_JH_AW4.indd   1    08/01/2025   12:41
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Appendix C-6.2 Section 47 and Section 48 Notice Guardian clipping 

  





Consultation Report Appendices Part C  Steeple Renewables Project 

 

29 

 

Appendix C-6.3 Section 47 and Section 48 Notice Gazette clipping 
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Appendix C-6.4 Section 47 and Section 48 Notice Retford Times 

clipping 
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Appendix C-6.5 Section 47 and Section 48 Notice Nottingham Post 

clipping 

 







Consultation Report Appendices Part C  Steeple Renewables Project 

 

32 
 

Appendix C-6.6 Additional newspaper advert independent of statutory 

notices 

 

 



Retford Times –  16th Jan– page 5
7

Half Page Ad


	ADPC09E.tmp
	Section 37(3)(c) of the Planning Act 2008
	APFP Regulation 5(2)(q) Infrastructure Planning (Applications: Prescribed Forms and Procedure) Regulations 2009
	Volume 1
	May 2025
	Purpose of this document
	1.1 Structure of this document
	1.1.
	1.2.1. The Appendices are as far as possible the order that are referenced within the Consultation Report.
	Table 1-1 List of documents in Appendix C


	Appendix C-1 Early draft of SoCC shared with local authorities
	Appendix C-1.1 Email sharing early draft SoCC with Bassetlaw District Council (BDC)
	Appendix C-1.2 Email Sharing early draft SoCC with Nottinghamshire County Council (NCC)
	Appendix C-1.3 Chaser email to NCC
	Appendix C-1.4 Chaser email to BDC
	Appendix C-1.5 Draft of SoCC
	Appendix C-2 Email to local authorities for draft SoCC consultation
	Appendix C-2.1 Email sharing early draft SoCC with BDC
	Appendix C-2.2 Email sharing early draft SoCC with NCC
	Appendix C-2.3 Copy of the draft SoCC provided to local authorities
	Appendix C-2.4 Chaser email asking for comments on SoCC to NCC
	Appendix C-2.5 Chaser email asking for comments on SoCC to BDC
	Appendix C-3 Response from local authority on SoCC
	Appendix C-3.1 Email with comments on draft SoCC from Notts CC
	Appendix C-3.2 Chaser email with extended deadline to BDC
	Appendix C-3.3 Email with comments on draft SoCC from BDC
	Appendix C-4 Email to local authorities with updated SoCC and table of amends
	Appendix C-4.1 Email to Notts CC with updated SoCC
	Appendix C-4.2 Email to BDC with updated SoCC
	Appendix C-4.3 Updated SoCC
	Appendix C-4.4 SoCC with tracked changes
	Appendix C-5 Final SoCC
	Appendix C-5.1 Email to Notts CC with final SoCC
	Appendix C-5.2 Email to BDC with final SoCC
	Appendix C-5.3 Final SoCC
	Appendix C-5.4 Website screenshot showing SoCC can be downloaded
	Appendix C-6 Section 47 and Section 48 Notice
	Appendix C-6.1 Section 47 and Section 48 Notice PDF
	Appendix C-6.2 Section 47 and Section 48 Notice Guardian clipping
	Appendix C-6.3 Section 47 and Section 48 Notice Gazette clipping
	Appendix C-6.4 Section 47 and Section 48 Notice Retford Times clipping
	Appendix C-6.5 Section 47 and Section 48 Notice Nottingham Post clipping
	Appendix C-6.6 Additional newspaper advert independent of statutory notices

	ADPFEF7.tmp
	Renewable Energy Systems
	The Guardian – 9th Jan – page 16
	The London Gazette – 9th Jan - p338
	The Retford Times – 9th Jan, page 30
	Retford Times – 16th Jan – page 30
	Retford Times – 23rd Jan– page 30
	Retford Times – 16th Jan– page 5
	Nottingham Post – 16th Jan, page 42
	Nottingham Post – 23rd Jan, page 43




